Esophageal aperistalsis due to reflux esophagitis: a report of two cases.
Two small infants with gastroesophageal reflux disease and esophagitis are reported. Esophageal manometry revealed in both patients severe abnormalities consisting of aperistalsis and simultaneous low-amplitude motor waves. In one of the patients, defective relaxation of lower esophageal sphincter was also noted. Short-term intensive treatment with H2 antagonists resulted in symptomatic and endoscopic improvement as well as in manometric normalization. It is suggested that severe esophagitis may affect control mechanisms of esophageal motility, resulting in loss of coordination and decreased amplitude of contractions.